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A Word From Cindy,  

 

June’s here! So is the end of 

spring, and heralding in the 

beginning of summer! Warm 

weather is on its way!   

 

Here’s our June install of our 

Monthly Market Report! If 

you would like to be kept up 

to date to the latest news letter as soon as it 

comes out, ask your local Better Homes and  

Gardens Real Estate Agent! We also carry  

physical copies in our 

Paradise location!  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Cindy Haskett 
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Improving your home's curb appeal 
brings immediate satisfaction. Plus, 
the financial benefits can be fabulous, 
too. Good curb appeal increases your 
home's value, making your property 
easier to sell — and easier to love. 

The challenge? Spending too much 
limits your ROI, yet going cheap could 
cost you more in redos. The key is to 
choose durable materials that'll save 
you money over time while making 
your house look fab. 

Here's how to make that happen: 

#1 Non-Porous Rocks 
 
A gorgeous rock bed "is a great way to 
introduce low-maintenance beauty to 
your home," says Minnesota landscaper 
Joe Palumbo. But don't throw just any 
rocks on the ground.  
 
Palumbo recommends avoiding  
limestone, which "breaks down quickly 
and will soon become rubble." Instead, 
choose a non-porous stone, 
like decomposed granite, which costs 
$100-$300 for a 400 square-foot area, 
or trap rock, which gives you that  
classic "rock" look and costs about the 
same. 

When you're choosing larger individual 
stones, look for smooth, round ones, 
which last longer and don't produce 

rock dust — the irritating, gritty  
rock-garden debris beloved by weeds. 

And BTW, if the gravel look is what 
you're going for, pea gravel is a great, 
permeable option — but only in areas 
without a ton of runoff because its 
small size makes it easy to wash 
away. 

#2 Fiberglass Front Door 
 
A fiberglass front door doesn't just look 
good — it also recoups some of its 
cost when it's time to sell.  
Homeowners spent an average of 
$2,700 on a fiberglass door and 
earned back 74% of the cost during 
the sale, according to the Remodeling 
Impact Report form the National  
Association of REALTORS®. 

Fiberglass doors offer other benefits, 
too. Like steel doors, they're more  
energy-efficient than standard wooden 
front doors. But unlike steel doors, 
they'll look good for a long time.  
Fiberglass resists weathering and 
damage and won't suffer from ugly 
dents and rusting. 

#3 Insulated Steel Garage Door 
 
Wood and steel are the two most  
common garage door materials. While 
wood does have an undeniable classic 
appeal, insulated steel doors, 
which start at $750, offer the most 

bang for your buck — and fill up less 
time with irritating maintenance tasks 
like repainting or staining. 

Plus, a new garage door snags a  
fantastic 87% return on investment. 

Choose steel garage doors with 24- or 
25-gauge panels. But don't go higher 
— the higher the gauge, the thinner 
the metal, and you don't want to go too 
thin or you'll compromise durability. 

Don't skip the insulation, either,  
especially if your garage is attached to 
your house. Garage door insulation is 
sandwiched between two layers of 
steel, helping with durability, as well as 
saving on energy costs. 

#4 Concrete or Brick Edging 

Edging transforms your garden from a 
blah blob of mulch to an intentional, 
purposeful, and beautiful space. And 
edging does more than look great: 
When you have a line to follow,  
mowing and trimming become much 
simpler. 

Edging "does a phenomenal job of 
containing the mulch and keeping it 
from spilling onto your lawn," says  
Palumbo. 

He recommends using concrete or 
brick edging, which survive the  
elements better than plastic and  

8 Smart Choices for Curb Appeal with Staying Power 

By Jamie Wiebe, HouseLogic By Realtors  

https://www.houselogic.com/save-money-add-value/add-value-to-your-home/adding-curb-appeal-value-to-home/
https://www.houselogic.com/organize-maintain/home-maintenance-tips/low-maintenance-house/
https://www.houselogic.com/organize-maintain/home-maintenance-tips/low-maintenance-house/
https://www.houselogic.com/remodel/windows-doors-and-floors/exterior-door-installation-options/
https://www.houselogic.com/remodel/windows-doors-and-floors/exterior-door-installation-options/
https://www.houselogic.com/photos/garage-additions/garage-door-makeovers/slide/before-faux-wood/
https://www.houselogic.com/by-room/garage-additions/garage-doors-guide-options/
https://www.houselogic.com/organize-maintain/diy-repair/how-to-insulate-a-garage-door/


 

Happy 

Easter 

2021!  

offers a more permanent, planned look 
than cheap weaving around your  
landscaping. 

#5 Concrete Pavers 

In a perfect world, you'll choose 
your paver material based on your 
landscaping and home. 

"The architecture should, ideally, drive 
the selection of hardscape materials," 
says Cassy Aoyagi, a landscaper and 
board member in the U.S. Green 
Building Council's Los Angeles  
chapter. "Flagstone with foliage joints 
looks so compelling at a French  
Provincial home but would feel out of 
place as an approach to a seaside 
cubist design." 

There is a one-size-fits-most solution 
for pavers, though: concrete. Not only 
can you find enough sizes, colors, and 
designs to mimic almost any style, but 
the material is also more durable than 
brick. 

Concrete's permeability is a big selling 
point, too, especially if you live in a 
drought-ridden region. Sprinkler and 
rainwater pass slowly through the con-
crete, keeping grass and plants damp 
for longer. 

Aoyagi lives in Los Angeles, where 
landscapers "prize materials that allow 
water to permeate the soil and reduce 
runoff," she says. 

#6 Acrylic Latex Exterior Paint 
 
When painting your home, latex paint 
is the savvy choice. 

Why? Your home's exterior will settle 
over time — and latex is designed to 
accommodate that shift without  
cracking. 

Oil-based paints are a common  
alternative to latex, but they tend to 
turn yellow after a few years. It also 
takes significantly longer to dry,  
requiring nearly a day. However, if the 
previous homeowners used oil-based 
paint on your home's exterior, you'll 
want to stick with oil because latex 
may peel. 

Unlike oil-based paints, latex covers 
vinyl, aluminum, fiber cement, stucco, 
brick, and metal equally well. 

Expect to pay between $35 and $55 
per gallon for a quality paint,  
depending on whether you choose  
low- or no-VOC paints. 

#7 Composite Decking 
 
Wood decks look lovely, but keeping 
them weatherproof requires hard work 
and regular sealing. Instead, consider 
composite decking with a good  
warranty. 

Composite decking starts at 
around $9,000, which is a large  
investment upfront. A wood deck will 
start at about $5,000. But with  
composite decking, the most mainte-
nance you'll have to do is sweeping 
— no sealing, staining, replacing of 
rotten boards, or risk of termites, giv-
ing the deck a longer lifespan 
and saving you thousands over the 
years. 

The three types of composite deck-
ing: 

• Polyethylene-based — it's 
the least durable. 

• Polypropylene-based — a 
good mid-grade choice. 

• Polyvinyl chloride (PVC)-
based — the most durable, but 
also about 20% pricier. 
Bonus: Composite decking means no 
feet splinters, ever. 

#8 Native Plants 
 
The quickest, landscaper-approved 
route to long-lasting curb appeal:  
native plants. Because they're  
uniquely suited to your location's  
natural rainfall and temperature 
range, you'll spend less money  
running the sprinkler and less time 
nurturing finicky out-of-their-element 
trees and bushes. 

They not only keep maintenance 
costs low, "They need no toxic  
pesticides or fertilizers to thrive,"  
says Aoyagi. 

https://www.houselogic.com/by-room/yard-patio/smart-options-patio-pavers/
https://www.houselogic.com/remodel/painting-lighting/exterior-paints-and-stains-guide-options/
https://www.houselogic.com/photos/yard-patio/drought-resistant-plants/slide/four-oclocks/


 

Topping: 
2 qrts fresh strawberries—
cleaned and halved 
1 Pint heavy cream or whipping 
cream 
For the Short Cake: 
2 cups all-purpose flower– sifted 
1 tbs baking powder 
4 tbs butter 
3/4 cup light cream or buttermilk 
4-5 tbs sugar 

A Happy Birthday~ Strawberry Short Cake- By Lady Catherine Gourmet, Foodista.com 

Ingredients   

Directions:   

Pre-heat oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit: 

Sift flour, baking powder and sugar into a bowl. Cut in 

the butter. Work the batter with your fingers. Add the 

cream or buttermilk and stir gently and quickly until 

dough is formed.  

 

Flour a surface and knead the dough gently until no 

creases are left.  

 

Roll out the dough to about ½ inch thickness. Place on 

parchment paper or a buttered cookie sheet.  

Bake about 20-25 minutes - until slightly golden.  

 

Let cool, then cut the biscuits in half through the cen-

ter; making a top and bottom half.  

 

Whip the cream with a tablespoon of powdered sug-

ar.  

 

Sandwich the strawberries and whip cream between 

the layers of biscuit to build your cake.  



 


